THE  TRAGEDT OF RAMSAT MACDO^AU)
/inspire his callow loons with that pcrfcrvldinm ingcninni Xcotonnn
so characteristic of the race.
The tradition of the old Scottish, dominie is now almost
forgotten ; a new educator has come upon the scene with
newer ideas to make the changes demanded by the progress of
modern pedagogics. The: three R's were put first in the Scots
educational curriculum, and after these came history,, poetry,
and religions knowledge. The Bible and the Shorter Catechism
were taught so thoroughly and painstakingly in schools that
their vocabularies have entered into the common everyday
speech of the people. Phrases from the Bible and old-fashioned
expressions keep recurring even in the speeches of Scuts
Members in the Mouse of Commons. Listen, for example, to
David Kirkwood,, the big, warm-hearted, gentle-smiled fire-
brand, and yoxi hear phrases and whole sentences redolent of
the Scriptures. He is at his favourite theme, denouncing his
political opponents with vehement but colourful invective.
" Look at them/' lie declaims, waving a demonstrative huwl,
ee there they sit the noo, but the day is comin" when we shall
chase them ower the border au' awa\ We shall smite them
hip and thigh and pursue them from Dan even to JUwwIit'lw mto
the going down of the sun. The Minister of Health may get
awaj wi' it the noo, but he shall not ultimately escape, 1 le
will have to pay hereafter/or the deeds dme in the body. * VeNgeance
is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord,*9
That is Kirkwood, harking back to his schooldays1 vernacular*
His early study of these books, c wells of English unclcfilcd,'
has given the Scot a vocabulary ready at hand. The reading
of history as it is read in Scotland tends to fire the young
Scot with an irresistible ambition to make a name for himself
in the great world outside, and to achieve the fame of the
great men of whom he has been reading in school. Scottish
mothers are keen on schooling, It is said to be the aim of
every Scots mother, and particularly of every Highland
mother, that her son should * wag his pow * in a pulpit! The
path to that pre-eminence leads through the school
The day came when young Ramsay was enrolled, with
becoming ceremony, a pupil of the small rural parish school
at DrainiCj some distance from his home* Not only was he
fortunate in going to school in Scotland ; he was fortunate in
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